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Redirecting Apache to a VirtualHost Using .htaccess

Overview: This article explains how to redirect Apache's default document root to a virtual host
directory using .htaccess on Ubuntu 18, 20, and 22 by enabling necessary modules, modifying
Allowoverride, and restarting Apache.

The objective of the article is to redirect from default document root
(/var/www/html/) to another virtualhost directory using .htaccess in Ubuntu
18, Ubuntu 20, Ubuntu 22.

Step 1: Enable the rewrite and alias module in Ubuntu.

root@ubuntu ~|# a2enmod rewrite alias

root@ubuntu ~J# systemctl restart apache2

tep 2: Adjust the Apache configuration files to allow the use of .htaccess files. By default, the
"AllowOverride’ directive is set to 'None’ for the /var/www/ directory in Apache configuration files. You
need to change it to "All’.

root@ubuntu ~]#sudo nano /etc/apache2/apache2.conf

Inside the file, locate the <Directory /var/www/> section.

<Directory /var/www/>
Options Indexes FollowSymLinks
AllowOverride All

tep 5: Create a new .htaccess file inside /var/www/html directory 1f 1t doesn’t exist and add the
following parameters.

root@ubuntu ~J#cd /var/www/html/
root@ubuntu ~|#sudo vi .htaccess

RewriteEngine On
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RewriteRule "$ /ezlogin/

{:’ Apache2 Default Page

Ubuntu ==

This is the default welcome page used to test the correct operation of the Apache2 server after
installation on Ubuntu systems. It is based on the equivalent page on Debian, from which the Ubuntu
Apache packaging is derived. If you can read this page, it means that the Apache HTTP server installed
at this site is working properly. You should replace this file (located at /var/www/html/index.html)
before continuing to operate your HTTP server.

If you are a normal user of this web site and don't know what this page is about, this probably means
that the site is currently unavailable due to maintenance. If the problem persists, please contact the
site's administrator.

Ubuntu's Apache2 default configuration is different from the upstream default configuration, and split
into several files optimized for interaction with Ubuntu tools. The configuration system is fully
documented in /usr/share/doc/apache2/README.Debian.gz. Refer to this for the full
documentation. Documentation for the web server itself can be found by accessing the manual if the
apache2-doc package was installed on this server.

The configuration layout for an Apache2 web server installation on Ubuntu systems is as follows:

Setc/apache2/

[-- apache2.conf

/ “--  ports.conf
[-- mods-enabled

/ [-- *.load

/ T-- *.conf

After implementing .htaccess redirection, IP is redirected to virtualhost where Ezeelogin is installed.

192.168.0.47

Ezeelogin

3 ‘ _ 3 ‘

Password

Login
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